POLAND. Worker React:.on bubdued o K .,T " N S RN o

et el Y. overall industrial a‘.thty apparentZJ was sZuggwh yesterday,

St .. - although several enterprises in Warsa: ~n'~::z:' busier than at any . - '~ e P
L s o time sinee the imposition of martial iaw. Poland has yet to repay i ... . RO

R

T s ol T .a magor sharz of the interest owed Westernm banks despite reports
S :. that it has the funds to do so.. Moscow, mearwhile, has welcomed ,

_ the 'EC Foreign Ministers' pontwn on U3 eanctwna but. hae reaected

theu' cm.twwm of the Polwh reguue. & RS N 20
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:“wx,c,;Official media.,reports én ‘the® workday J.mpl:Lcitly ;
‘acknowledged that many . enterprlaes were'not functioning:’.
‘at-normal .levels, " claming ‘that product")n in Katowice.:. *':*'
.“was- "on the'whole" normal ‘and  that "practically-all™ ' -i::¥

;4" shipyards in the Gdansk 'area.resumed work. P
s bctivity Seemed ‘especially slow at the,. ..c':»'

large steel mill: in Warsaw.. The government ‘probably SN
w:.llxng .to endure: 1ower. levels of" act::wity for a- time if
: it can: contxnue to avoid ‘new strikes..-- T ]

A ‘( .“,p;‘,~
.4 ._J

T The regime st;Il‘fis attemptlng to convey {:he impres-'
‘: %- sion that it is seeking to.ease martial law. restrictlons
’*’ > a8 quxckly as possible.; It announced yesterday that -

\ }telephone and telex communications will be .restored to-
‘day in’ *10 rural provinces._- The action'leaves most of
o “the. country without canmunications, however, including
l.‘,m‘\‘ all majordir*dustrial centers. @ .- - -,
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'rherc stin is no- confimation of ptess reports ,
that Poland has the '$350 - million to cover the interes
j .; ‘that was due Western banks on .14 December.. Although -
~. 6@veral banks appear’ to have rerneived somé _pPayments 7
S, beg:.nning in the last week- ‘0f December, as of yesterday
‘,,t:he ‘Poles. appuently)had not: paid tb,e bulk ot‘ the amount
. —g Y amriv ; R -
1: An- fact Poland aces - have the - funds, the USSR 13 ;
;the 11kely ‘source.” The-Soviets themselves are exper- - ‘i,
.«'. “iencing a serious hard. -currency. sqneeze, but’ the poutica*
&7y and. economic (advantages of preventing a "Polish’ detault\
4 -m;f*ﬂ miqht Justify the ‘$350 million expenditure.’ A SOVl.ei:
et U move to dave .Poland trm default might encourage West «."‘
-;?"suropeans t:o namtun a buinese-as-usuar approach tovard 7
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.‘?: Poland and the USSR. Moreover, it may preQéﬁt further
. ... -damage to the ability of the USSR and the other CEMA
' ‘.countries to obtain credit from the West.
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=& . »:Archbishop Glemp, meanwhile, will meet: today with
Aiif,directors of Warsaw's universities in what appears to

" be an effort to help maintain calm on’ the university 7%
‘campuses. . Some faculty members have ‘expressed concern ;*
that younger university students will 4
- organize underground resistance that risks clashies with'
.. the police.- The government -evidently still plans to. i

‘delay for an indefinite period the return of.yo
‘ students to the universities. oLl
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' Before the meeting in Brussels,”Jaruz L R N
.-9ain an.understanding. for martial la - S A
session with EC Ambassadors to Warsaw. - :
Jaruzelski also tried to drive a wedge < 2.
. between the US and its allies.and implied that Warsaw is -io.-
:---considering the expulsion of Solidarity militants to_the
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~. . Initial Soviet reaction o the ministers' meeting v
was mixed. 'A radiobroadcast in Moscow noted that the ', "% -
" ministers did not go beyond "general promises” not to
-~ undermine US' sanctions against ‘the USSR and Poland and
~called for continued humanitarian aid to the Poles.: ... -
The commentary criticized the EC communique, however,: 7 %
for its interference in Polish internal affairs.. ("
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¢+ accusing
“dictate” to Poland “"as -
TASS today also cited a“”
ng "close cooperation” R
" adaxrs of the Independent-Students Union ... : .
"and .."countat:evolutionaxies'jat the Polish emigre publi-: ke
which is based in Paris.:: X




